38          HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM      CHAP.

Assam at this period it is described as being " on the
north bank (i.e., what is now north Lakhimpur)
more under cultivation than about Garhgaon, but
generally on the south bank as far down as Koliabar
were extensive fields and fine rice crops." Wild
elephants are said to have been exceedingly numer-
ous, 160 being caught in one drive in 1654. King
Pratap Sing also constructed many roads and tanks,
threw up the great Dopgarh embankment as a pro-
tection against Naga inroads, and developed backward
tracts. He built the forts at Samdhara, Safrai, and Sila,
while several stone bridges are believed to date from
his reign. This king, having been the first to be
converted to Hinduism, which occurred about 1613,
later many nobles following his example, Brahmin
influence soon became powerful and many Hindus
from India were given high official posts. The
Ahom language was, however, still predominant.
Although no longer the official capital, Charaideo
maintained its sacred interest. Ahom kings wor-
shipped, buried the heads of the eminent persons
killed in battle on the hill overlooking Charaideo, and
were mostly buried there themselves. These tombs
were covered with large mounds, and the royal funeral
customs prescribed that the queen, certain guards,
slaves, and an elephant or a horse, should be buried
with deceased royalty. Some of these mounds have
been opened and from the spaces inside, bones and
ornaments found, it is conjectured the above customs
were really observed. The next fifteen years saw the
Ahoms worried by incursions of the Daphlas and
Mirris on the north bank of the Brahmaputra,
which were put down drastically and many of the